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pondered the result, or in the disappointment of the moment
have paid any attention to the unexpected product.
On the contrary, it aroused the curiosity of Porkin to
such a degree that he resolved to investigate the peculiarity
of this strange reaction by using simpler substances. He
then employed in place of allyl-toluidinc, the simpler body
known as aniline. This was treated with bichromate of potash
and sulphuric acid. An unpromising black residue was the
only result. Extraction with alcohol however dissolved out
a lilac coloring matter which was later to become the first
commercially successful coal-tar dye.
During the preliminary stages of its purification, Hoffman
returned from his vacation and Pcrkin showed him the
new dyestuff. As it was not crystalline, and as Hoffman
had a horror of substances that would not crystallize because
of the difficulty in obtaining them in a state of purity, ho
advised Perkin to throw it away and have nothing to do with
it. Perkin's interest was, however, by this time too thor-
oughly aroused to give it up.
The dye was finally purified and given the name of rnauvo,
by which it became familiar in England. Upon the continent
it was known as aniline violet or Perkiri's violet. It is now
more often called mauveine.
The dye appeared upon the market in the form of an
alcoholic solution. It was too expensive save for the dyeing
of silk for which it was greatly prized by the manufacturers.
At the present time it is used only to a slight extent in the
form of a sulphate called rosolan for bluing white silk and
for printing the English penny postage stamps. (Thin use
ceased at the end of the last reign.) In this way England
maintained for half a century a unique memorial to her
celebrated chemist, perpetuated even in the remotest corner
of the world wherever its mail service may have penetrated.
Though the mauve never attained a very high "degree of
practical importance, none was ever of so much value in
exciting research for the discovery of other dyes.
Perkin's keen observation and his persistence in develop-
ing his new dyestuff were rewarded both with commercial